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Allegation:Failed to declare appropriate interests in relation to a planning application.

Standards Board outcome:
The ethical standards officer found that the member did not breach the Code of Conduct.
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Case Summary

The owner of a local business made a number of allegations regarding Councillor Blackie’s conduct in relation to a planning application the businessman had lodged with the authority. 

It was alleged that Councillor Blackie’s circumstances were such that he was under an obligation to declare a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the application and had failed to do so.

It was also alleged that Councillor Blackie had been rude during the course of a site visit and had, at a subsequent appeal hearing conducted by the Planning Inspectorate, opposed the application using non-approved authority policy documents.

Additionally, during the course of the investigation it came to the attention of the ethical standards officer that Councillor Blackie had also considered the application while acting as a member of the parish council. The scope of the investigation was, therefore, extended to cover these additional instances of Councillor Blackie allegedly failing to declare the appropriate interest.

At the conclusion of the investigation the ethical standards officer was satisfied that Councillor Blackie had not been rude during the course of the site visit. She was also satisfied that the documents produced by Councillor Blackie during the course of the Planning Inspectorate appeal hearing had been provided to him by the Authority and no restrictions had been placed on his use of this documentation. 

In relation to the allegations that Councillor Blackie’s circumstances were such that he was under an obligation to declare a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the planning application, the ethical standards office did not find this to be the case. Having carefully examined the nature and extent of Councillor Blackie various business interests the ethical standards officer was satisfied that he was not operating in direct competition to that contained within the planning application, as had been alleged. The ethical standards office was satisfied that there was little, if any, overlap between any of Councillor Blackie’s business interests and those represented by the businessman. Given these facts, the ethical standards officer was satisfied that Councillor Blackie circumstances were not such that he was under an obligation to declare a personal interest on any of the various occasions he attended meeting where the planning application was considered. As such, it follows that the ethical standards officer was also satisfied that Councillor Blackie did not fail to declare a prejudicial interest. [image: image11.png]
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Relevant paragraphs of the Code of Conduct
3(1), 6(a), 9 & 11[image: image13.png]



