
	  
	
	ITEM  1


YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

Minutes of the meeting held at The Key Centre, Middleham on Tuesday, 27 March 2007.

Present:

RA Bird, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, G Dalton, R Dent, W Fenten, C Hammond, TRN Harrison-Topham, OJ Kendall, HA Kirkbride, KJ Lancaster, C Lis (in the Chair), SR Macaré, Mrs S Marshall, Mrs D Millward, A Osborne, JJ Pearlman, Dr KM Petyt, Mrs FG Ramsbottom, Ms N Stedman and W Weston.
	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	20/07
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 30 January 2007, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

	21/07
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	22/07
	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED –

That the public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of those items of business listed in column 1 of the following table on the grounds that each involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 specified in column 2:

	Item No on the agenda
	Paragraph No

	21
	3, 4, 6 and 7

	22(a)
	3 and 5

	22(b)
	1, 3 and 5


	23/07
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from D Heather and D Ireton.

	24/07
	DECLARATIONS OF THE EXISTENCE AND NATURE OF PERSONAL INTERESTS


Members made the following declarations of interest:

	Member
	Interest declared

	Ms N Stedman
	Personal, non-prejudicial interests, as an employee of Natural England, in:

· the Chief Executive’s report (Item No 8) item on the Pennine Bridleway, and

· Target No 5 (Agri Environment Schemes) in the Best Value Action Plan (Item No 13)

	KJ Lancaster
WH Brown 
OJ Kendall
	Personal and prejudicial interests in Item No 12 (Assessment of Settle and Sedbergh National Park Partnerships Centres) as Trustees of Hudson House.


	25/07
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


No declarations of lobbying were made.
	26/07
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chairman.

He added that following the English National Park Authorities Association (ENPAA) meeting he had attended in London, he had met officials from Natural England who had stated that the issue of the Park’s boundary review would be revisited in the summer.

He reminded the meeting that some members would definitely be leaving the Authority in the coming weeks and others may be leaving, depending on the results of local and parish elections.

Two members who were definitely leaving were David Ireton, in May, as a result of the reduction in the number of North Yorkshire County Council appointees on the Authority and Jerry Pearlman, whose term of office as a Secretary of State appointee ended on 31 March.

The Chairman paid tribute to David Ireton, who had been a member of the Authority since July 1999.  
He also paid particular tribute to the contribution that Jerry Pearlman had made to the National Park during an unprecedented two nine-year terms of membership on both the National Park Committee and on the Authority.  He had appreciated his support as Deputy Chairman and on behalf of members and officers wished him well in the future.
Mr Pearlman thanked the Chairman for his comments, wished the Authority and members well and paid particular tribute to the Authority’s staff.
RESOLVED –
That the report and further comments be noted.

	27/07
	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

In considering the report, members raised a number of issues, including:

· suggesting that the Authority and ENPAA should be acting as catalysts in national park land management issues;
· referring to the method of short ‘bullet point’ reporting of engagements in the report.  It was suggested that these should be expanded to give members more information about particular events/meetings etc.  The Chief Executive stated that whilst he would consider that suggestion, it was not always appropriate, in a formal report, to set out the details of his engagements;
· complementing the staff involved in a recent Historic Environment Day that had been organised, which had been a credit to the Authority.  It was suggested that the event could, in an expanded form, be used as an ANPA Workshop topic;

· suggesting that the proposed Standards Committee member(s) interview panel should consist of ‘grass roots’ members of the Authority and not necessarily just Chairmen and/or Deputy Chairmen of the Authority and/or Committees; and that the periods of office of the two independent members should be staggered so that they did not end close together; and
· welcoming the news of the removal of the Authority’s ‘Standards Authority’ status.
The Chief Executive, in response to members’ comments and enquiries about a number of his engagements and other reported items, stated that:

· at the meeting with Barry Gardiner MP, NPAs had been invited to contribute to the debate on climate change.  Members would have the opportunity to set the Authority policy at the May meeting when a report would be presented for consideration;
· his meetings with DCMS civil servants had been in his role as Chairman of the Historic Environment Working Group and had provided an opportunity to further their understanding of national parks’ role;
· he had met Sally Rawlings, the new Chief Executive of Yorkshire Rural Community Council to discuss issues such as affordable housing, rural post offices, planning policy and joint working;
· with regard to the meeting with John Henderson, the discussion had centred around the Authority being asked to assist in putting together a display linking food production, farming and the landscape; and
· if adequate funding for the Pennine Bridleway project was not received from Natural England it would have a serious detrimental impact on the project. 

RESOLVED –

That subject to member and officer comments being taken into account:

(a) the report be noted;

(b) the arrangements for advertising and interviewing for independent members of the Standards Committee, as set out in Appendix 1 to the Chief Executive’s report, be approved, including the suggestion that both positions should be recruited to at the same time, albeit that the new members will only take their places when the existing appointments expire; 
(c) consideration be given to the terms of office of the two independent Standards Committee appointments to avoid both appointments ending close together;

(d) the Interview Panel to appoint the independent Standards Committee members consist of Messrs Blackie, Harrison-Topham; Lis; Macaré and Weston and Mrs A Brooks;
(e) a letter be sent to Natural England, expressing the concerns of the Authority with regard to the funding of the Pennine Bridleway project;
(f) staff involved in the Historic Environment Day be congratulated on organising an outstanding event;
(g) on behalf of members, the Chairman write to congratulate all staff involved in the work that resulted in the ‘Standards Authority’ status being lifted.

	28/07
	CHANGES TO THE AUTHORITY’S MEMBERSHIP


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

KJ Lancaster and Dr KM Petyt were nominated for the position of Deputy Chairman of the Authority.  Both members took the opportunity to address the meeting.

A paper ballot was taken and the Chairman announced the result of the vote as follows:



KJ Lancaster

-
10 votes



Dr KM Petyt

-
12 votes

RESOLVED -

That, resulting from Jerry Pearlman’s term of office on the Authority ending on 31 March 2007:

(a)
Dr KM Petyt be elected Deputy Chairman of the Authority to hold office until the annual meeting of the Authority in 2007;

(b)
the current and proposed changes in membership determined by Richmondshire District Council and North Yorkshire County Council, as set out in the Chief Executive’s report be noted;

(c)
the nominations from the Secretary of State group of members, for Ms Stedman and A Osborne respectively to fill the vacancies on the Planning and Access Committees, be approved;

(d)
no appointments be made by the Authority at present to fill the vacancies in Authority representation on the Pennine Bridleway Steering Group and the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, the memberships to be reviewed at the Authority’s annual meeting;

(e)
the current position, whereby because the current Chairman represents Craven District Council, the Deputy Chairman deputises for the Chairman on the bodies listed in paragraph 9 of the Chief Executive’s report, be endorsed.
	29/07
	TREASURY MANAGEMENT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Finance Officer.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the Annual Treasury Management Strategy for 2007/08 as detailed in Appendix A of the Treasurer’s report be approved;

(b) the Treasury Management Policy Statement as detailed in Paragraph 7 of the Treasurer’s report be approved; and
(c)
the advice set out in paragraph 5.8 regarding the Annual Investment Strategy and the proposed delegation arrangements be agreed.

	30/07
	CAPITAL FINANCE AND THE PRUDENTIAL CODE


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Finance Officer.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a) the Prudential Indicators as set out in Paragraph 3 of the Treasurer’s report be approved;
(b) an affordable borrowing limit of £250,000 for 2007/08 under Section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2003 as set out in Paragraph 3(iv) of the Treasurer’s report be approved; and
(c) the specific delegations to the Treasurer proposed in Paragraph 3 of the report, in relation to day to day management of Prudential Indicators (iv) and (v), be approved.

	31/07
	ASSESSMENT OF SETTLE AND SEDBERGH NATIONAL PARK PARTNERSHIP CENTRES


CONSIDERED – the report of the Sustainable Tourism Manager.

Members welcomed the current position, particularly with regard to Sedbergh Partnership which had engendered lengthy debates prior to the current situation being adopted.  Some members commented that they had had concerns when the decision to close the former National Park Centre had been taken, but were delighted with the current position.
A member requested that, before a final decision was taken on the proposed extension of agreements, a report be submitted to the Finance and Resources Committee with more detailed information on cost per visitor, retail income and interpretation material provided at the two Centres.

RESOLVED –

That officers be authorised to enter into discussions with Settle Tourist Information Centre Board and Sedbergh Book Town Manager to extend the current arrangements for a further three years, to be reviewed in October 2010, but that, before a final decision is taken, a further report be submitted to the Finance and Resources Committee with additional information on cost per visitor, retail income and interpretation material.
	32/07
	CORPORATE GOVERNANCE POLICY


The Authority’s Solicitor and Monitoring Officer and the Chairman of the Standards Committee reported orally to the meeting on the background to the production of the draft Corporate Governance Policy that was recommended to the Authority for adoption and was appended to the minutes of the Audit and Review Committee meeting held on 9 February 2007.
Initially, the Audit and Review Committee had agreed that the “Good Governance Standard for Public Services”, published by the Independent Commission on Good Governance in Public Services, would be an appropriate framework for the Authority’s corporate governance arrangements.  The Committee had agreed that the detailed review work should be undertaken by a task and finish working group, made up of three members of the Committee and two members of the Authority’s Standards Committee.

It was felt that the Group had worked well together and that the process had been structured and had provided an excellent means of producing the final policy.  It was pointed out that if the Authority endorsed the draft policy, it would be the subject of annual report to and review by the Audit and Review Committee.

RESOLVED –

That the oral report be noted.

	33/07
	BEST VALUE ACTION PLAN 2007/08


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Conservation and Policy.

In response to members’ comments, the Chief Executive stated that a report would go to the May meeting of the Authority on the Local Government white paper and on possible implications for the Authority of local government reorganisation.  He confirmed that this would be the last Best Value Performance Plan, although some form annual report would continue to be produced.
A number of issues of clarification, consistency and accuracy were raised on the content of the document and the Chief Executive undertook to research the cost of production of the Management Plan.
RESOLVED –

That subject to the further member and officer comments being taken into account, the Authority’s Best Value Action Plan for 2007/08 be formally approved.



	34/07
	MONITORING OF THE NATIONAL PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN


CONSIDERED – the report of the Policy and Liaison Officer.
It was suggested that it would be helpful if the specific terms of reference of the Steering Group were listed and that there was a need for further ‘user’ representation on the Group.  In addition to the proposed addition of the Yorkshire Dales Society, it was suggested that Yorkshire Forward may now wish to play a greater role in the Steering Group than it had done previously when the Plan was being prepared.


RESOLVED –
That the Authority:

(a)
notes the proposals for providing access to the National Park Management Plan and information on progress against the Plan’s objectives on the Authority’s website;

(b) asks the National Park Management Plan Steering Group to reconvene to finalise and then oversee the development of an appropriate monitoring framework; and,

(c)
subject to the Yorkshire Dales Society being added to the list and the Chief Executive discussing the matter further with Yorkshire Forward, the list of bodies detailed in the Annex to the Policy and Liaison Officer’s report be invited to sit on the Steering Group.

	35/07
	PROCEDURE TO SAVE MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN POLICIES 1998


[Note: W Fenten declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the item as a Director of a Company involved in the ‘disposal of household and non-inert waste’(WLP1)and left the meeting.]
CONSIDERED – the report of the Minerals Officer.

RESOLVED –
(a)
That Members agree to save the following minerals and waste policies for the reasons given in Appendix A of the Minerals Officer’s report: 
MLP2
 New quarries and extensions to existing quarries for crushed rock aggregate

MLP6
 Quarrying of building stone and roofing slate

MLP8
 Reworking of mineral waste

MLP9
 Reuse and recycling of demolition and construction materials

MLP17
 After-use and long-term management of sites

WLP1
 Disposal of household and non inert waste

WLP2
 Disposal of inert waste

WLP3
 Civic amenity sites

WLP4
 Local recycling sites

(b)
That Members agree not to save the following policies for the reasons given in Appendix A of the Minerals Officer’s report: 
MLP 1
 Provision of crushed rock aggregates 

MLP3
 Aggregate landbank 

MLP4
 High purity limestone 

MLP5
 Limestone pavements 

MLP7
 Use of soils and mineral waste

MLP10
 Requirement for annual monitoring reports 

MLP11
 Review of minerals permissions 

MLP12
 Restriction of working hours 

MLP13
 Rail transport 

MLP14
 Manufacturing and industrial processing plants

MLP15
 Landscaping and restoration 

MLP16
 Maintenance of landscaping and restoration 

EA1
 Requirement for environmental assessment 
	36/07
	LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME


CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.
The Head of Planning stated that within paragraph 8 of the report, the bullet point starting with the words “An additional …” should be deleted because this is not intended to be produced using the supplementary planning document procedure.
A member expressed disappointment that the Landscape Character Assessment was not intended to be included for adoption as supplementary planning guidance.  The Chief Executive stated that a report would be brought to the May meeting of the Authority for members to consider this matter.

The Chief Executive informed members that they would be circulated with details of an ‘Affordable Housing Briefing’ that was being arranged by Yorkshire Rural Community Council on 20 April.

RESOLVED –
(a)
That:

(i)
the Local Development Scheme second review be accepted as the Authority’s programme for the production of the Yorkshire Dales Development Framework, and

(ii)
the Local Development Scheme be submitted to Government Office before 31 March 2007.

(b)
That a report be brought to the May 2007 Authority meeting on the question of the Landscape Character Assessment and its possible adoption as supplementary planning guidance.
	37/07
	CORPORATE MEDIA PROCEDURE AND PROTOCOL


CONSIDERED – the report of the Communications Manager.
It was confirmed that the document would be incorporated into the Members’ Handbook.

RESOLVED –
That the proposed ‘Corporate Media Procedure and Protocol’ as appended to the Communications Manager’s report be noted, adopted and included in the Members’ Handbook.

	38/07
	MEMBER FEEDBACK


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer, together with feedback circulated at the meeting from JJ Pearlman in respect of his attendance at 

· a climate change talk in Sheffield by Al Gore;
· a meeting of the Association of North Yorkshire Councils; and
· a meeting of the York and North York Development Board.
RESOLVED –

That the reports be noted.

	39/07
	PLANNING COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 9 January and 13 February 2007.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 9 January and 13 February 2007 be received.

	40/07
	FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 15 January and 19 February 2007.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 15 January and 19 February 2007 be received.

	41/07
	ACCESS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 25 January 2007.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 25 January 2007 be received.


	42/07
	AUDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 9 February 2007.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 9 February 2007 be received and, as recommended, the draft Corporate Governance Policy be adopted.
	The remainder of business was considered in private


	PUBLIC SUMMARY OF BUSINESS CONSIDERED IN PRIVATE


	43/07
	PRIVATE MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the Private Minutes of the meeting held on 30 January 2007, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

	44/07
	PRIVATE COMMITTEE MINUTES


The private minutes of the following meetings were received by the Authority:

(a)
Audit and Review Committee held on 9 February; and

(b)
Finance and Resources Committee held on 19 February 2007.
A member of the Audit and Review Committee commented that he believed that the draft minutes of that meeting did not fully reflect the debate that had taken place, in particular with regard to the item on the Lessons Learnt from the Northern Office Project.  He stated that as he would not be a member of the Authority when the next meeting of the Committee considered the accuracy of the draft minutes, and therefore would be unable to raise the matter, he intended to write to the Chief Executive with his concerns.  
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