	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY


	ITEM  4

	Minutes of the meeting held at The National Park Office, Yoredale, Bainbridge on Tuesday, 26 May 2009.



	Present:

R Alderson, C Armitage, A Barker, RA Bird, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, 
P Charlesworth, A Colley, G Dalton, W Fenten, KJ Lancaster (in the Chair), C Lis, SR Macaré, 
Mrs S Marshall, Mrs Y Peacock, JK Roberts and W Weston.



	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	41/09
	MEMBERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY


The Chairman reminded members that as a result of the County Council elections on 4 June, there may be some changes in the Authority membership.  Of the six County Council appointees, Roger Bird was the only member not seeking re-election and, therefore, this would definitely be the last Authority meeting that Roger would be attending.  The Chairman thanked Roger for his contribution to the work of the Authority and wished him well.

	42/09
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2009, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
	43/09
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	44/09
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from TRN Harrison-Topham and Dr KM Petyt. 
	44/09
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


None.
	45/09
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chairman.  
With regard to members’ attendance at the ANPA Workshop in Norwich, a joint feedback report had been compiled and would be circulated in the Members’ Information Bulletin.  It was also stated that issues that had arisen from the Workshop had been drawn to the attention of the Chief Executive and the Head of Conservation and Policy and would be the subject of future report(s) to the Authority.
A member referred to a press report about the ‘Boundary Review’.  The Chairman reminded members that while consideration had been given to the designation of the South Downs as a national park, Natural England had postponed considering specific land areas in its North West region as possible extensions to the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales National Parks.  Now that that designation had been concluded, Natural England had announced that it would be resuming its work in the North West region.  The Chief Executive stated that the Authority did not have a ‘position’ on matter as it had not yet been consulted.  However, when formal consultation did take place the Authority would consider the matter.

RESOLVED –
That the report and further comments be noted.

	46/09
	MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBER CHAMPIONS/QUESTIONS


The Member Champion for Forward Planning reminded members that the Authority was currently reviewing its housing policies and had carried out a ‘call for sites’.  This had involved inviting landowners to submit expressions of interest in the release of their land for housing, and had resulted in over 100 expressions of interest being submitted.  The Authority was currently in the early stages of assessing each site.

Some disappointment was expressed that there was no formal report from a Member Champion (MC).  It was noted that a review of the MC initiative was underway and the importance of the Authority receiving feedback at regular intervals from MCs was emphasised.

RESOLVED –

That the comments be noted.

	47/09
	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT


[W Fenten declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the Europarc Conference element of the report, having a business interest in the Company running the Conference.]
CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive, together with an Addendum circulated at the meeting.
He added that:

· Jerry Pearlman, former deputy Chairman of the Authority, had been awarded the Dalesman Lifetime Achievement Award and in response to a member’s request stated that the citation for the award could be circulated

· following his appraisal, his targets for the current year would be circulated to members.

Reference was made to the situation in the newly designated South Downs National Park, where, whilst the planning function was the responsibility of the National Park Authority (NPA), planning applications would be dealt with by the existing 13 constituent local planning authorities, with the NPA having a ’call in’ facility on major or contentious applications.  The Chief Executive stated that he did not see that as a template for other NPAs, although it was pointed out that the Cairngorms NPA operated in a similar way, only dealing with applications “of significance to the aims of the Park”.

Further to the reference in the report to the Chief Executive having met with his opposite number in the North York Moors NPA to discuss a number of regional and national issues of mutual interest, including a meeting with the CEO of Local Government Yorkshire Humber to discuss the NPAs new relationship/role in the developing regional structures following the Sub-National Review, members expressed concern at the decision to disband the Association of North Yorkshire Councils and to replace it with a body (Local Government North Yorkshire) on which neither North Yorkshire NPA was represented.  There was strong feeling amongst members that the Authority needed to be represented (normally through attendance by the Chairman) at local, sub-regional and regional levels and that, jointly with the NYMNPA, representations should be made for membership of appropriate bodies.  It was also pointed out that new guidance required NPAs to be represented at regional level.

Some concern was expressed at the proposal regarding the future of the Members’ Information Bulletin.  Members referred to the convenience of hard copy version, difficulties over lack of broadband connection to download electronic copies and disappointment at the low estimated cost savings.  The Chief Executive highlighted that only nine members had responded to the review referred to in his report.  He stated that had members voiced concerns when they had been consulted, the recommendations before the Authority might have been different.  In supporting the proposed changes, members asked for a further review in 12 months time and it was suggested that circulating copies of the document on compact disc format might alleviate any accessibility issues.  

RESOLVED –
That:

(a)
the report and further comments be noted;
(b)
the Communications Team implements the recommendations relating to the future of the Members’ Information Bulletin contained in the report, with consideration given to the option of Compact Disc format and a further review in 12 months time (this decision was taken after a proposal that there should be no change in the way in which the Members’ Information Bulletin was circulated had been defeated);

(c)
until such time as the Authority re-constitutes its committee memberships, any current County Council appointees who are re-appointed to the Authority after the June 2009 elections automatically resume the committee memberships that they currently hold; and

(d)
the Standards Committee due to have been held on 18 June be re-arranged.
	48/09
	DRAFT STATEMENT OF FINAL ACCOUNTS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Finance Officer.
RESOLVED –

That:

a) the Draft Statement of Accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2008 be approved; and

b) 
the Chairman of the Authority be authorised to sign the accounts (page 23) and the Annual Governance Statement (page 11).

	49/09
	THE ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE OF THE AUTHORITY 2008/09:
CARBON EMISSIONS


CONSIDERED – the joint report of the Finance Officer, Park Management Administration Officer and Head of Finance and Resources.

RESOLVED -

That:

(a)
the update on the environmental performance of the Authority provided in the joint report be noted; and 


(b)
the Action Plan (Appendix 4 of the joint report) be approved for further work.
	50/09
	YORKSHIRE DALES MILLENNIUM TRUST ANNUAL REPORT


[Messrs Charlesworth, Lis and Macaré each declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item as Trustees of the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust.]
CONSIDERED – the report of the Director of the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust.

RESOLVED -

That the report be noted.

	51/09
	END OF YEAR PROGRESS REPORT ON 2008/09 OBJECTIVES


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Conservation and Policy, which he updated at the meeting by reporting that Objective 36 had not been achieved.

RESOLVED -

That: 

a)
the Authority’s overall performance in relation to its objectives in 2008/09 be noted; and

b)
the re-scheduling to 2010 and 2012 respectively of Objectives 5 and 41 in the Annex to the report of the Head of Conservation and Policy be approved.

	52/09
	FINAL ACTION PLAN 2009/10


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Conservation and Policy, together with a paper tabled at the meeting which set out a number of further Action Plan items that had been omitted from the original report.
RESOLVED -

That the Authority’s Action Plan for 2009/10, as amended to include the additional action plan items set out in the paper tabled at the meeting, be formally approved as the basis for quarterly monitoring by the Audit and Review Committee. 


	53/09
	A SAFER WAY: CONSULTATION ON MAKING BRITAIN’S ROADS THE SAFEST IN THE WORLD


CONSIDERED – the report of the Transport and Visitor Management Officer.

In considering the consultation document, members raised a number of issues, including:


· suggesting that road engineering and safer design, as referred to in paragraph 8 of the report, needed to be given careful consideration as they could result in higher traffic speeds;

· in referring to Option 2 in the report, proposing that some gateway recognition of the special nature of the national park, with minimal signage, may be acceptable;
· suggesting that there should be no blanket change in speed limits as it was considered that slower vehicles were more likely to cause accidents, the main problems being from motorcycles and that local authorities should retain discretion to determine speed limits;

· pointing out that a blanket reduction to, for example, 40mph would increase carbon emissions, as 56mph was accepted as being the most fuel efficient vehicle speed;

· welcoming proposals that would improve teaching, particularly of ‘new’ drivers.


After an unsuccessful proposal that Option 2 be adopted, it was -

RESOLVED -

That the report and comments raised by members be noted and the Authority’s response to the consultation by the Department of Transport be on the basis that:

· the derestricted speed limit on open roads in the National Park should remain at 60mph for cars;

· the Authority would support improved teaching and promotional campaigns to encourage responsible road use; and 

· measures to improve road engineering and design would also be supported, so long as they are consistent with maintaining the landscape and special qualities of the National Park.

	54/09
	YORKSHIRE DALES DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 2006/21:
CESSATION OF MINERALS AND WASTE DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.

RESOLVED -

That:

(a)
the Minerals and Waste Development Plan Document be not progressed any further;

(b)
the Minerals and Waste Working Group be disbanded;


(c)
the strategic issues surrounding the review of the Authority’s Minerals and Waste planning policies be returned to when the Authority prepares its Core Strategy, following adoption of the Housing Development Plan; and


(d) the Authority write to all the minerals and waste consultees to explain this decision.

	55/09
	APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBERS TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the report of the Solicitor/Monitoring Officer.

RESOLVED -

That:

(a) a Panel of four members consisting of the Chairman, Mrs A Brooks and Messrs Brown and Charlesworth be appointed to assist in the process of recruiting new independent members to the Standards Committee; and 


(b) the Member Panel be authorised to conduct interviews of the six applicants and make a recommendation to the next meeting of the Authority as to which of the applicants should be appointed as independent members of the Standards Committee.

	56/09
	ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS AT MEETINGS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer.

RESOLVED -

That the report be noted.

	57/09
	MEMBER FEEDBACK


None.
	58/09
	PLANNING COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 10 March and 14 April 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 10 March and 14 April 2009 be received.

	59/09
	ACCESS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 16 April 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 16 April 2009 be received.

	60/09
	AUDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 24 April 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 24 April 2009 be received.
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