	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY


	ITEM  1

	Minutes of the meeting held at The National Park Office, Yoredale, Bainbridge on Tuesday, 25 November 2008.



	Present:

R Alderson, C Armitage, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, 
P Charlesworth, A Colley, G Dalton, W Fenten, TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster (in the Chair), C Lis, SR Macaré, Mrs S Marshall, Mrs D Millward, Mrs Y Peacock, 
Dr KM Petyt, JK Roberts and W Weston.



	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	115/08
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 30 September 2008, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
	116/08
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	117/08
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from R Bird. 
	118/08
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


None.
	119/08
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chairman.
RESOLVED –
That the report be noted.

	120/08
	MEMBER CHAMPION FEEDBACK


CONSIDERED – the report from the Member Champion for Conservation of the Natural Environment.

RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.

	121/08
	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

In response to members’ questions the Chief Executive stated that:
· Options for celebrating the 60th anniversary of the 1949 National Park Act would be discussed further by National Park Authority Chairmen in January.  A member reminded the meeting that 2009 would also be the 100th anniversary of national parks in Europe and hoped that the two celebrations could be linked.  It was suggested that an exhibition of national parks in London’s Royal Parks might be appropriate.
· It was likely that there would be a response from English Heritage (EH) to a recent press article in the Darlington and Stockton Times which had reported criticism of EH by members at a Planning Committee meeting.  The Chief Executive added that he was due to meet the Regional Director of EH, not in relation to this matter, although it would no doubt be raised.
· The New Forest Peer Review had been carried out under the new performance assessment process and had provided an opportunity to assess the new process.
The Chairman reported that, in addition to himself, the membership of the Leader Management Group had been agreed as:

Public sector (appointed):
Cllr John Fort (North Yorkshire County Council); Cllr Fleur Butler (Richmondshire District Council); Cllr Margaret Atkinson or Cllr Les Ellington (Harrogate Borough Council); Cllr David Crawford (Craven District Council); Mark Haynes (Hambleton District Council); Cllr Heather Garnett (Nidderdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty); and Colin Bailey (North Yorkshire Learning Partnership).
Non-public sector:
2 local business / tourism representatives - Dawn Clarkson, Leyburn & Mid Wensleydale Business Association & Tom Wheelwright, Moorland Association; 1 agricultural representative – Stephen Ramsden, Country Landowners Association; 1 environmental representative – Ann Harding, Start, Settle Town Team; 1 heritage / cultural representative – Mike Keeble, Rural Cultural Forum, Middleham Gaitowners, & Tenant Farmers Association; 2 community / rural services representatives – Graham Wilkinson, Hudson House Ltd. & Pru Kegwin, Mashamshire Community Office; and 1 voluntary sector representative – Sue Vasey, North Yorkshire Learning Consortium Ltd.
A member commented that he found the Members’ Information Bulletin to be a very valuable and informative publication but because he did not have a broadband internet connection, he would find an ‘e-version’ of the document very difficult to download.

RESOLVED –

That the report and further comments of members and officers be noted.
	122/08
	PARTNERSHIPS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive who stated that, in the appendix, entry No 2 should be deleted, not No1 as shown.  He also reported that in response to a member’s question about the need for a member to be appointed to the Farfield Mill Management Group, the Group had not met since 2005 and, therefore, was effectively redundant.
He added that the Senior Management Team would review the issue of other delivery partnerships referred to in paragraph 4 of his report, and if necessary he would report back to the Audit and Review Committee.  

A member commented that rather than provide members with further copies of reports already considered, consideration be given to providing electronic links to those documents.

RESOLVED –

That subject to the further comments and correction to the appendix identified by the Chief Executive being noted, the list of Authority partnerships as detailed in the appendix to the Chief Executive’s report be approved.
	123/08
	PROCEDURE TO SAVE THE YORKSHIRE DALES LOCAL PLAN POLICIES AFTER APRIL 2009


CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.
A member reported that he had been asked by the Campaign for National Parks (CNP) to retain Policy GP5 (Major Development).  This was a policy that none of the other national park authorities had dispensed with.
In response to a member’s question, the Strategic Planning Officer stated that a report would be coming to the January meeting of the Authority on the Regional Spatial Strategy consultation.

A member also requested that Policy C5 (Joint Use of Community Facilities) should be retained.
RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the following policies be not saved for the reasons given in the appendix to the Strategic Planning Officer’s report : 

F4
Important Agricultural Land

U3
Development by Water and Sewage Undertakers

NE2
International Sites of Nature Conservation Importance

B2
Scheduled Ancient Monuments and Other Nationally Important 

EP3
Contaminated and Unstable Land

SR3
Recreational Development

and

(b)
all other Local Plan policies be saved for the reasons given in the appendix.

	124/08
	STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT – YORKSHIRE DALES DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 2006-2021


CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.
Members’ congratulated staff on the fact that the Statement had been well received by the Inspector.

Members suggested a number of minor revisions to Appendix 2 (the list of consultees) including the addition of Campaign for Rural England Swaledale and corrections to the names of some organisations already included.

RESOLVED –

That, subject to amendments to take account of member comments:

(a)
the Authority formally adopts the Statement of Community Involvement as part of the Yorkshire Dales Development Framework; and

(b)
a notice of adoption be placed in the local newspapers.

	125/08
	ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT 2007-08


CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.
In considering the report, Members made a number of comments including suggesting that:

· the report should be revised to reflect the appeal decision on ‘Fossdale’ (paragraph 5.57)
· the wording in paragraph 5.52 could be used in the event of any similar applications/appeals to the recent case at Honeycott, Hawes

· paragraph 4.9 – there should be consistency – either all cases should be detailed or none

· the statistics in paragraph 4.1 may warrant a press release.

RESOLVED –

That subject to members’ comments being taken into account, the Annual Monitoring Report 2007-08 be approved and submitted to Government Office and placed on the Authority’s website.

	126/08
	REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.  
The Solicitor/Monitoring Officer informed members that at the meeting of the Standards Committee on 13 November some concern had been raised at the recommendation of the Audit and Review Committee that the quorum for committees should require the presence of a Secretary of State ‘National’ member.  The Standards Committee, because its membership only included one ‘national’ member, was, therefore, recommending an exemption to that requirement so that insofar as the quorum for its meetings was concerned the ‘National’ requirement should be removed.
RESOLVED –

That the following amendments be made to the Authority’s Standing Orders:

(a)
Standing Order 1.1(b) be re-worded to read -

The Chairman of the Authority shall be a member of the Finance and Resources Committee and the Deputy Chairman shall be a member of the Audit and Review Committee.

(b) 
Standing Order 1.3 be re-worded to read as follows:

1.3
Voting for Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen

(a) Candidates for the positions of Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen of the Authority, its Committees and Sub-Committees shall be openly nominated and recorded in the minutes.  In the event of there being more than one nomination for any position of Chairman or Deputy Chairman, the election shall be by paper ballot.  

(b) Any candidate for the position of Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Authority, or any of its Committees or Sub-Committees shall be entitled to present an election address prior to the election process, the address to be either in writing (no more than one side of A4 paper) or verbal (to last no more than five minutes).  If verbal, the address will be given immediately after nominations are received and preceding the vote; if in writing, following nominations, preceding the vote and with Members allowed sufficient time to read the address.

(c) After a candidate has made his/her election address, members may ask questions of the candidate for up to a maximum of five minutes.

(d) The election procedure will be as follows:-


(i)
all Members present and eligible to vote will be provided with a voting slip on which they will indicate the candidate of their choice;

(ii) the completed voting papers will be collected, the votes cast for each candidate will be counted and the result announced;

(iii) in the event of no candidate having an absolute majority, the candidate with the least number of votes will be removed from the list and a further vote taken until such time as one candidate receives a majority of the votes cast.

(e) On completion of the voting process, all ballot papers will be retained, but will not be available for inspection by Members of the Authority or by the general public.

(c)
Standing Order 2.5(b) be re-worded to:

The Authority shall set the quorum for all Committees provided always that:
· in no case shall a quorum be less than 3; 

· of those present, at least one member must be a Local Authority Member and at least one member must be a Secretary of State ‘National’ Member (except on the Standards Committee where at least one member must be a Local Authority Member, at least one member must be a Secretary of State Member and at least one member must be an Independent Member) 

· if the Authority fails to set a quorum for any Committee, the quorum shall be one third of the total membership of the Committee" 

(d)
Add the following note at the end of Standing Order 2.5:
At its meeting on 31 July 2007, the Authority’s decided on the following quorum for its Committees:
Access Committee – 4

Appeals Committee - 4

Audit and Review Committee – 6

Finance and Resources Committee – 6

Planning Committee – 7

Standards Committee – 4
(e)
Standing Order 2.6(f) be amended by adding the following:

When a member has moved a motion, then immediately before the vote is taken on that motion the Chairman shall allow the mover a right of reply to any points which have been made in the debate, such right of reply to be limited to three minutes.
(f)
Standing Order 2.7(b) be amended to read: 
“Every motion or amendment shall be moved and seconded and, unless the Chairman agrees otherwise shall be handed in writing to the Chairman, and shall be read aloud before it is put to the meeting.” 

(g)
the wording immediately after Standing Order 2.7(d) be amended to read: 
“Standing Order 2.7(d) shall not apply…”

(h)
Standing Order 2.10(f) be re-worded to read as follows:

“(f)
No motion shall be moved with reference to any question or reply to a question, other than to call for reports to be brought to the next meeting of the Authority or a named Committee.”

(i)
the word ”full” be deleted from Standing Order 2.12(b)

(k)
Standing Order 3.4(b) be amended as follows:

“forthwith” be deleted and at the end of the first sentence insert the words “as soon as the item in question is reached”; and after the words “If the interest is prejudicial” insert “then, subject to Standing Order 2.4(b)”
	127/08
	SCHEME OF DELEGATION


CONSIDERED – the report of Chief Executive.
A member commented that C7.1(a) in the Scheme referred to the Countryside Agency and English Nature both of which had been disbanded.
RESOLVED –
That subject to an appropriate revision being made to the Scheme of Delegation to take account of the disbandment of the Countryside Agency and English Nature, the Scheme be amended as follows:

B2 Finance and Resources Committee

Delete from B2.1(d) the words “and overseeing its risk management strategy”.

B3 Audit and Review Committee

B3.1(a) - replace “Best Value Performance Plan” with “Corporate Plan”

B3.1(b) - amend to read “acting as the lead Committee on the implementation and monitoring of the Authority’s performance assessment process;”

B3.1(e) – after the words “…in this area” add “,including overseeing its risk management strategy”.

B4 Appeals Committee

Delete reference within the Scheme of Delegation to the Appeals Committee and re-number the remaining sections as necessary.
B5 Access Committee

B5.1(b) – delete the words “Map Modification”

B5.2(h) – amend “Road Traffic Act” to “Road Traffic Regulation Act”

B5.4(b) – amend “Access Strategy” to “Access and Recreation Strategy”

C1 Chief Executive(National Park Officer)

C 1.2
Further to B.4 above, amend by deleting the words “, other than in relation to those matters delegated to the Appeals Committee”.
C3 Head of Finance and Resources

C3.1(c) – delete this entry as the Authority no longer provides car loans and re-number the remaining paragraphs.

C6 Head of Park Management

C6.1g) - add the words “and Permissive Path Agreements”
C7 Head of Conservation and Policy

Add to C7.1
“(r)  on behalf of the Authority to adopt a revised character appraisal for any designated conservation area within the National Park;” and
“(s)  following review of a conservation area, to determine on behalf of the Authority that no changes should be made to the boundaries of that conservation area.”
	128/08
	MEMBER FEEDBACK


CONSIDERED – the feedback, circulated at the meeting, from Dr KM Petyt on his attendance at the Campaign for National Parks Council meeting on 18 November 2008.
RESOLVED –
That the report be noted.

	129/08
	PLANNING COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 9 September and 14 October 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 9 September and 14 October 2008 be received.

	130/08
	ACCESS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 16 October 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 16 October 2008 be received.
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