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Purpose of the report
1. The Annual Report of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum for the year 2008/2009 is presented to the Access Committee of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.
Strategic Planning Framework
· National Park Management Plan Principle
The development and management of access and recreation opportunities will involve local communities, landowners, land managers and users. The Local Access Forum will provide advice and help to resolve conflict, encourage responsible use and promote good practice.

Background
2. DEFRA Guidance to Local Access Forums states that every forum is required to produce an annual report on the discharge of its functions.  The report may:

· review how effective the forum was in meeting its own criteria for measuring 

success or effectiveness and completing its forward work programme; 

· identify the forum members and the interests they represent; 

· give information on the meetings held and the main issues discussed; 

· give information on any training events held; 

· summarise any feedback received from section 94(4) bodies; 

· identify issues which posed a particular challenge for the forum; 

· address other issues relevant to the work of the forum. 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum Annual Report 2008/9
3. The Annual Report 2008/9 covers the period 1 April 2008– 31 March 2009.  This follows the financial year of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.

4. The Annual Report was approved for publication and for presentation to the Authority’s Access Committee by members of the Local Access Forum at its meeting on 19 May 2009. The report has been printed and will be circulated to the following:

· Yorkshire Dales Access Forum Members.

· Local libraries.

· Local Tourist Information Centres.

· National Park Centres.

· National Parks.

· Official Observers (as identified in the Annual Report).

5. The report will be presented to the Access Committee by Michael Bartholomew the current chair of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum.

RECOMMENDATION
6. That Members note the report.
Rachel Briggs
Access Development Officer

June 2009
Background documents:
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