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Purpose of the Report

1. The purpose of this report is to inform members of the findings of fieldwork that has been conducted on the unsealed routes (green lanes) originally identified as having a moderate or low sensitivity to recreational motor vehicle use.  This fieldwork has been conducted to discover if the desktop findings of the Sensitivity Assessment are supported by the situation on the ground. 
Strategic Planning Framework

2. The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the Authority’s statutory purposes and it’s approved strategic planning framework. 

· National Park Management Plan
AR2.
Identify the most appropriate measures to manage the use of motorised recreational vehicles on each sensitive ‘Green Lane’, and put all such measures in place by 2011.  

· Integrated Access Strategy

AS3
Safeguard the National Park from overall or irreversible damage through inappropriate activity and minimise conflict between different users:

(a) Use existing legislation and guidance to limit inappropriate activity in the National Park, including supporting and encouraging the Police Authority in controlling illegal and anti-social use.

(b) Work with the County Councils and users to explore, identify and implement appropriate management of green lanes on a regional basis.

(c) Work with landowners, farmers, users and user groups to try and resolve any actual or potential conflict through positive visitor management.

AS4
Maintain the quality, diversity and scope of the National Park’s recreational assets:

Consider each recreational activity in terms of where it should take place, in what volume and at what time.  It must be recognised, though, that in many situations we have no legal means of control and so can only do so through education and encouraging users’ voluntary restraint.

Background
3. In November 2006, all of the green lanes in the Yorkshire Dales with possible or proven rights for mechanically propelled vehicles were assessed using a desktop ‘sensitivity’ mapping process.  This has provided a ‘sieve’ to identify routes with a high ‘sensitivity’ to use by recreational motor vehicles. This process resulted in the identification of 102 routes with possible or proven rights for mechanically propelled vehicles, of which 54 were used by recreational motor vehicles.  28 of these were identified as having high sensitivity to this use and priorities for management, and 26 were identified as having a moderate or low sensitivity to this use.  These findings were reported to the Access Committee in January 2007. 
4. This report is concerned with the 26 routes identified as having a moderate or low sensitivity to recreational motor vehicle use.  In order to establish whether the findings of the desktop study were correct the Authority has now conducted a walkover survey during 2008/9 of each of these routes to check that their sensitivity to recreational motor vehicle use was accurately identified.  This included collecting information on the route surface and its condition, the condition of any infrastructure, the presence of any obstructions, what evidence there was of use, as well as basic information on ecological, heritage and landscape character.

Current position with regard to use by recreational motor vehicle use

5. Use of many of the green lanes has changed since the original survey in 2006.  The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act 2006) removed the possibility that some routes may have public rights for motor vehicles (subject to certain exemptions).  This has changed the situation on the ground, and level of use by recreational motor vehicles has declined across the National Park.

6. In addition it is important to remember that other factors may lead to low levels of use by recreational motor vehicles, and hence reduce any potential impact they may have.  These include routes being a dead end, or cul de sac route for recreational motor vehicles, obstructed routes, and routes where the current legal situation has been clarified further by the ‘Winchester’ case in the Court of Appeal.  

Findings of the fieldwork surveys

Dead ends
7. Of the routes considered here, nine are effectively dead ends for recreational motor vehicles, because they lead to footpaths, bridleways or restricted byways.  This makes them unattractive for recreational motor vehicle use, and this was confirmed, in all cases, by the walkover survey.  (These nine routes are shown in Table 1 of Appendix 1.
Routes that are difficult to use
8. Two routes were found to have a significant degree of overgrowth in places to an extent that they are difficult for all users. The field surveys confirmed that there was little or no sign of vehicular through use, and these routes are unattractive to recreational motor vehicle users. Therefore, their sensitivity is confirmed as ‘low’ at the present time.  One other route appears to follow a different line on the ground to that recorded on the list of streets.  These are shown in Table 2 in Appendix 1.
Routes which are believed not to have public rights for motor vehicles

9. There has continued to be changes in Government advice that has affected a number of routes, especially those where an application to upgrade the route to Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) status had been received.  This means that for two of the routes which were considered by the Sensitivity Assessment, YDNPA now believe that any possible public rights for motor vehicles were extinguished by the NERC Act.  Use of these routes is considered to be illegal and they are, therefore, not considered further in this report.  These are shown in Table 3 in Appendix 1.
Through routes which may have public rights for motor vehicles

10. Having considered above those routes where use by recreational motor vehicles is low, because the route has been obstructed, is a dead end, or rights have been extinguished, there remains 12 routes where use by recreational motor vehicles is more likely because they are through routes.  

11. The findings of the fieldwork for these 12 routes, is summarised in Tables 4 to 15 in Appendix 1.  The fieldwork findings have suggested that some alterations are required in the sensitivity assessment for these routes; with three routes moving from moderate to high sensitivity, and two routes moving from moderate to low sensitivity. 
12. The findings of this field survey were reported to the last meeting of the YDGLAG, and they concurred with this view.  (The note of the last meeting on14 May 2009 are in Appendix 2).  
Conclusion
13. Based on the field survey undertaken, there are only three routes out of the 26 routes assessed that warrant a more detailed assessment at present; Dawson Close, Bluecaster Side and Fremington to Hurst (although levels of use by recreational motor vehicles appears low on all).

14. This conclusion was accepted by the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group at its meeting of the 14 May 2009.  Detailed route assessment reports will be produced for the next meeting of the YDGLAG in November 2009, and a report brought to the subsequent Access Committee meeting with a recommendation for their management.
RECOMMENDATION

15. That members note the content of the report.

Mark Allum

Access Officer Projects

Date 29 June 2009
Background papers:
1. Sensitivity assessment and the prioritisation of unsealed routes in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, YDNPA. November 2006.

2. The findings of the sensitivity assessment process, YDNPA. November 2006

Appendix 1
Table 1:
Dead End or cul de sac routes
	Route 
	Reason for being a dead end
	Other comments


	Castle Bolton to ford (U447)
	Leads to bridleway
	Good stone track with significant agricultural use

	Hargill, Carperby 
	Leads to bridleway
	Good stone track with significant agricultural use

	Haw Lane, Hellifield (U1913)
	Leads to footpath
	Good stone track with significant agricultural use

	Smearsbottom Lane (Lee Gate) (U810)
	Leads to route with a TRO in place
	Good stone track with significant agricultural use

	Feizor Nick
	Leads to bridleway
	Good stone track. Part of Pennine Bridleway.

	Banks Lane, Settle (U8041)
	Leads to bridleway
	Narrow walled lane. Part of Pennine Bridleway

	Langber Lane (U793)
	Leads to footpath
	Good stone track. Access to property

	Moor Head Lane, Stainforth
	Leads to restricted byway
	Good stone track with significant agricultural use

	Dubbing Garth Lane, Swaledale (U255)
	Leads to bridleway
	Good stone track with significant agricultural use


Table 2:
Routes that are difficult to use
	Route 
	Obstruction noted
	Other comments

	Nipe Lane, near Thornton Rust (U919)
	Majority of route is narrow walled lane.  Quite overgrown in places.  Obstructed by fallen tree and broken gate on day of survey.
	Use by walkers, cyclists and quads (in part) noted.  

	Richmond Gate, near Thornton Rust (U920)
	Most of the route is heavily overgrown and difficult to use on foot.
	

	Ling Chapel, near Bolton Abbey (U2318)
	The route marked as an ‘other route with public access’ on OS maps does not match the line on the list of streets.
	The OS shown route is used as a footpath. It is over soft vegetation in places.


Table 3:
Routes where public rights for use by motor vehicles have been extinguished
	Route 
	Reason for believing situation has changed
	Other comments

	Thwaite Lane, Austwick to Clapham
	High Court decision known  as ‘Winchester case’ means that in the YDNPA’s opinion this route now does not meet the exceptions laid out in the NERC Act so any public rights for motor vehicles have been extinguished.
	YDNPA have made an Order for BOAT status which has been opposed and will be submitted to the Secretary of State.

	Lodge Road, Settle
	High Court decision known  as ‘Winchester case’ means that in the YDNPA’s opinion this route now does not meet the exceptions laid out in the NERC Act so any public rights for motor vehicles have been extinguished.
	


Table 4: Fremington to Hurst
U429

	Fremington to Hurst
U429
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Amber
	Route runs through an extensive open area of upland heathland, a priority Biodiversity Action Plan habitat.  Impact will be low if users remain on route.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Extensive area of mining remains including spoil heaps and smelt mill.  Impact will be low if users remain on route.



	Surface sensitivity
	Green
	Red
	On the National Park side of the route there are extensive areas of large loose stone, with active water erosion in places.  Beyond the National Park boundary, surface condition is good.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Red
	Area of high landscape and visual character with no visible detractors or audible disturbance.  Extensive views of Fremington Edge, Swaledale and Arkengarthdale.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Use by walkers, cyclists, motor cycles and 4x4 vehicles noted.  Route between Hurst and National Park boundary appears to have significant land management use.  Route has both motorcycle and 4x4 recreational use.  Currently part of route of annual Scott Trial (motorbike trial).

	Overall sensitivity
	Moderate
	High

	


Table 5: Dawson Close
U8036
	Dawson Close
U8036
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Long section of route lies adjacent to Pen-y-Ghent Gill SSSI, and much of the upland section is covered by a Limestone Pavement order.  No sign the vehicular use is impacting on the site.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Route is of heritage interest in its own right with associated features such as stock underpasses.



	Surface sensitivity
	Amber
	Red
	The route has a mixed stone and vegetation surface and is largely in good condition. There are some significant drainage issues on the climb from Litton, including one area where urgent repair is needed.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Red
	Area is of high landscape and visual character with no significant detractors to this.  A variety of landscape features are seen including barns and drystone walls, limestone grassland, heather moorland, steep valleys, crags, springs and sink holes.  

Good views of Pen-y-Ghent and Littondale.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Relatively long through route with some agricultural use at either end.  Use by walkers and cyclists evident.

There is vehicle logger data available for November 2008 to March 2009.  Motorcycle use averages 8.4 per month.  4x4 use averages 17.4 per month, approximately 75% of which is agricultural.



	Overall sensitivity

	Moderate
	High
	


Table 6: Bluecaster Side, near Sedbergh
	Bluecaster Side, near Sedbergh
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Amber
	The track runs through several sections of the River Rawthey, Wandale Beck and Sally Beck SSSI, which is cited for the geological exposures seen in the steep sided valleys.  Therefore use is unlikely to impact on these features.

Route is open along its length and there are areas of wet flush and important habitats close to the route.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	A possible Roman road with associated earthworks.  Current use levels should not impact on heritage features.



	Surface sensitivity
	Amber
	Red
	Route has sections of mixed stone and vegetation surface, and sections just on natural grassland surfaces which are vulnerable to damage.  Two sections of surface damage identified due to water erosion.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	A683 is visible and audible in places.  Fine views of the Howgills and Cautley Spout.  Good landscape features such as waterfalls, steep sided gills and mixed woodland.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	There was evidence of use by walkers, cyclists, horse riders and motor cycles. Well linked to a bridleway network.  Overall use appears light.



	Overall sensitivity

	Moderate
	High
	


Table 7: West Burton to Penhill Farm (Morpeth Gate) including spurs to Swinithwaite and West Witton

U1052, U1058, U891
	West Burton to Penhill Farm (Morpeth Gate) including spurs to Swinithwaite and West Witton

U1052, U1058, U891
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Wide walled lane throughout with no designated sites in the vicinity.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Spur route to Swinithwaite does run through the edge of a Scheduled Site related to the Knights Templars.  This is on a solid track with no impact on the site likely.



	Surface sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Good stone track with parts of spur routes having tarmac or concrete surfacing.  There are areas of standing water on the main track.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	The route offers good views of Wensleydale.  Small patches of woodland.  

Visual detractors include mast, caravan park and riding facility. No human noise audible apart from road noise at ends.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	This is a well used route by a variety of users, including high levels of agricultural use.



	Overall sensitivity

	Moderate
	Low
	


Table 8: Heugh Lane, near Askrigg
U246
	Heugh Lane, near Askrigg
U246
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Walled lane throughout with no designated sites in the vicinity.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	No heritage features noted.



	Surface sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Good condition stone track leading to tarmac road.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Good views from route of Wensleydale, including the prominent feature of Addleborough.  Cam High Road also seen climbing up side of Whether Fell.

Some traffic noise noted.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Short route connects two minor tarmac roads.  This is a well used route by a variety of users, including high levels of agricultural use.



	Overall sensitivity

	Moderate
	Low
	


Table 9: Fancarl, near Grimwith Reservoir
U8052
	Fancarl, near Grimwith Reservoir
U8052
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	No designated sites in the vicinity.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	No heritage features noted.



	Surface sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	The vast majority of the route has a mixed stone and vegetation surface which was in good condition apart from some minor ruts.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	B6255 audible over most of the route.  

Views of Simons Seat and Barden Fell.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Short connecting route between B6255 and minor road.  Two gates in this distance.  Use by walkers and agricultural vehicles evident.



	Overall sensitivity

	Moderate
	Moderate
	


Table 10: Moor Lane, Halton East
U2286
	Moor Lane, Halton East
U2286
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Short section of route is adjacent to West Nidderdale, Barden and Blubberhouses Moor SSSI.  No impact on the SSSI noted.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	No heritage features noted.



	Surface sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Ends of route have a stone surface and middle section a mixed stone and vegetation surface.  Two areas of rutting were noted; one old, and one due to agricultural use.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Green
	Amber
	The wind turbines at Chelker and the A65 can both be seen, but are not audible. 

Views over Ilkley Moor.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Short connecting route between minor tarmac road.  Links to well used bridleway.  Evidence of use by walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  Section of route near Halton East has significant agricultural vehicle traffic.



	Overall sensitivity


	Moderate
	Moderate
	


Table 11: Tow Scar Lane, Masongill
U8032

	Tow Scar Lane, Masongill
U8032
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	No designated areas adjacent to track.  Runs through area of improved pasture.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Amber
	Green
	No heritage features noted



	Surface sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Some old tarmac evident, but majority of surface is mixed stone and vegetation.  Some areas of standing water.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Radio mast visible.  A65 faintly audible on one section. 

Views over Ribble valley, Ingleborough and Forest of Bowland, with limestone crags and grassland close by.



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Links minor tarmac road to junction with Turbury Road.  Use by walkers, cyclists, motorcycles and agricultural quads noted.



	Overall sensitivity

	Moderate
	Moderate
	


Table 12: Goatscar Lane, Stainforth
U814
	Goatscar Lane, Stainforth
U814
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	No designated sites close to route.  Most of route is narrow walled lane.  Open part of route is through improved pasture.

	Heritage sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Number of stock underpasses noted in the walled lane.  

	Surface sensitivity
	Amber
	Green
	Good condition stone surface throughout, with only one short section of minor rutting noted.

	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Good landscape features can be seen from route including the prominent landmarks of Ingleborough, Pen-y-Ghent and Fountains Fell.  Good variety of landscape features visible including small streams, crags, limestone grassland and moorland.

Major detractors to the landscape of Arcow and Dry Rigg quarries as well as the B6479 are present.  Road noise noted for lower section of route.

	Assessment of use
	
	
	Evidence of use by walkers, cyclists and 4x4 vehicles.  Popular local walk.  Catrigg Force just off the route and popular link.  Will be part of the Pennine Bridleway route through walled lane.  Vehicle logger data shows a very significant drop (75-80%) in the use of the lane by recreational motor vehicles since TROs were introduced on other routes.  Between January and June 2008 motor cycle use averaged 51 per month, and 4x4 use averaged 23.2 per month.  Since June 2008 to March 2009 motor cycle use has averaged 7.7 per month, and 4x4 use has averaged 6.2 per month. Vast majority of current 4x4 use is agricultural.

	Overall sensitivity


	Moderate
	Moderate
	


Table 13: Bob Lane, Stalling Busk
U233
	Bob Lane, Stalling Busk
U233
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Walled lane throughout. No designated sites nearby.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Amber
	Green
	No heritage features noted.



	Surface sensitivity
	Amber
	Green
	Stone, and mixed stone and vegetation surface.  Minor drainage issues close to Stalling Busk.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Tranquil area with good views over Semerwater, Marsett and Greenup Edge.

Small plantations in upper Raydale visible.  



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Short connecting route between Stake Road byway and Stalling Busk, and hence to Marsett Bottoms UUR.  Evidence of use by walkers and tractors.



	Overall sensitivity


	Moderate
	Moderate
	


Table 14: Shaw Paddock (Byway open to all traffic)

	Shaw Paddock (Byway open to all traffic)
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Amber
	Route runs through heather regeneration area.  Limestone Pavement order on top section.  No sign of vehicles leaving route.  Meets the Hell Gill SSSI, which is cited for being a good example of river erosion in limestone.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Amber
	Green
	Route passes over a listed bridge and close to a lime kiln.



	Surface sensitivity
	Amber
	Green
	Good condition stone track throughout.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Green
	Amber
	Area of high landscape and visual character with great views of Wild Boar Fell and down the Mallerstang valley.  B6259 and railway are visible but not obtrusive.  



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Use by walkers, cyclists, motor cycles, 4x4s and tractors noted.  Land management access likely to form the majority of motor vehicular access.



	Overall sensitivity


	Moderate
	Moderate
	


Table 15: Low Lane, Low Whita to Low Houses, Swaledale
U254
	Low Lane, Low Whita to Low Houses, Swaledale
U254
	Findings of the Sensitivity Assessment
	Findings of fieldwork
	Reason for any change

	Ecological sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Walled lane throughout. No designated sites nearby.



	Heritage sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Barns and walls close to route.  Route itself may be of heritage interest.



	Surface sensitivity
	Green
	Green
	Mixed stone and vegetation track all in good condition.



	Tranquillity sensitivity
	Amber
	Amber
	Tranquil area of good landscape and visual character with views of Swaledale.  Hedge and tree cover restricts views in places.  No detractors to the landscape character noted, and no human noise evident.  



	Assessment of use
	
	
	Heavily used route by walkers and cyclists.  Some agricultural motor vehicle use evident.



	Overall sensitivity


	Moderate
	Moderate
	


Appendix 2

Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group Meeting

14 May 2009

The Victoria Centre, Settle

Notes of Meeting

Present:

Chair:

Dr Malcolm Petyt, YDNPA Recreation Management Member Champion

Members present:

Jon Beavan (Businessman & LAF)

Michael Bartholomew (GLA& LAF)

Stuart Monk (NYTMAG)

Mark Dale (4x4 users)

Andrew Macintosh (Natural England)
Pat Whelan (Landowner & LAF)

Ken Miller (Horse rider & LAF)
Officers in attendance:

Jon Avison (YDNPA)

Mark Allum (YDNPA)

Kathryn Beardmore (YDNPA)

David Gibson (CCC)

Apologies:

Neil Hesletine (Farmer)

Doug Huzzard (NYCC)

1. Welcome and introductions

Pat Whelan and Ken Miller, the new LAF representatives, were welcomed to the meeting.  
2. Notes of previous meeting and matters arising

· Membership of the group.  JA had not received details of local horse riders who could be approached about joining the group – though this matter had moved on since Ken Miller and Pat Whelan had joined the group.

· TRO signage.  Some unnecessary TRO signage has now been removed.  Three plinths have been removed on the Starbotton/Topmere routes.  The plinths on Ingleborough NNR are in the process of being removed, and the Street Gate sign has been removed.

· Other signage.  The landowner at Dale Head has been visited and is aware that Long Lane is now a legal route for motor vehicles.  SM pointed out that the fingerposts still indicate a bridleway rather than BOAT.  

Action: MA to chase up new sign with the Area Ranger
· Signs on byways.  Advisory signs are now in place.

· Additional information to complement traffic logger data.  MA has looked at the availability of this and the only routes with large number of surveys giving comprehensive balance of use data currently are those that form part of the Pennine Bridleway.  MA reminded the group that balance of use is just that, and would not give total numbers of users in the same way as the vehicle loggers – but does give a clear indication of proportion of non-vehicle users.

· Influencing farming practices.  MA has investigated if it is possible to use agri-environment scheme conditions to influence when the type of motor vehicle use of farmers.  This is not possible.

3. Membership of the group
The aim of the current membership was to maintain the balance of interests present when the group was originally set up.  The LAF have four places allocated and depending on who the LAF appointed to these places the remaining places were allocated to represent the balance of interests.

The LAF had appointed Ken Miller as a horserider (thereby taking the place of Mark Sandamas as ‘a other non-vehicular user’ on the group), and Pat Whelan as a landowner (thereby taking the place of Ben Hayes as ‘landowner’).  Both Jon Bevean and Michael Bartholomew had been re-appointed to the group by the LAF.  This leaves one place on the group for a motor vehicle user.
SM has suggestd another motor vehicle representative, a local 4x4 user for the group who will be able to attend future meetings.

Action: MA to supply an up to date list of members to the group.
4. Progress on implementing management programme on sensitive routes (report to Access Committee)
A report was presented showing the progress made, to date, on implementing the management plans agreed by Access Committee on the sensitive routes.  The report highlights the strong progress in implementing the agreed management plans, including carrying out repair works where these were felt necessary.  On public rights of way only one major repair project is outstanding which is on Horsehead Pass.  This had to be postponed because of ground conditions in 2008, but should be carried out in 2009 weather permitting.  Some repair work on unsurfaced unclassified roads has also taken place with authority from NYCC.  Further work is planned for 2009/10 which includes routes at Marsett Bottoms, and West Cam Road.

The report also gives the levels of motor vehicle use on all the sensitive routes.  Use on all routes covered by traffic regulation orders has decreased.  There is also no sign of displacement activity, and in fact use on many other routes has decreased as well.

The report was received and a number of general and route specific points made.

Lifting TROs

There was discussion of whether routes that are covered by a TRO would be reopened if repair works have taken place.  KB pointed out that the permanent TROs are for reasons of natural beauty and amenity, not for damage, and so the TROs would remain in place. They will be reviewed after a five year period.

Agricultural use

There was a discussion surrounding damage that might have been caused by agricultural use.  MB wondered if there would be sufficient information gathered to show that agricultural use was not the cause of surface damage.  MA stated that this type of information would only be possible on an individual route basis, and could not be generalised.

Action: MA to discuss with rangers about influencing farmers on routes where their use causes concern.

Impact of weather

PW wondered if it was possible to include information on weather conditions.  It was considered that this would be problematic, and that drawing any conclusions would be very difficult.

Use of routes where any possible public rights have been extinguished

It was felt that including some information, even if anecdotal, on the use of non-legal routes would be useful.

Action: MA to include in future annual reports.

West Cam Road

The condition of this route is felt to make it difficult to use for a range of users.  

Action: KB to discuss repair of this route with NYCC
Windy Pike Lane

The possibility that this route may again be attracting use was raised.

Action: MA to check this route

Deadmans Hill

MB raised the condition of the track outside the National Park.  In particular the section between Lodge and the top of the zig zags.

Action: KB to raise repair of this section with NYCC.

Carlton to Melmerby Moor

KM believes use of this route by motorbikes is continuing and that this makes the route difficult for equestrian users.

Action:
MA to monitor condition with regard to possible repair



SM to publicise the TRO and the need not to use the route



KM to raise issue with local landowners

Arten Gill to Widdale Foot

The possible stopping up order on this route was raised.

Action: KB to raise with NYCC

Pockstones Moor

It was queried whether any repair work had been done on the area of wash out just beyond the National Park boundary.

Action: MA to check

5.  Field work findings of potentially moderate and low sensitivity routes 

The report on the findings of fieldwork on potentially moderate or low sensitivity routes was discussed.  The group accepted the conclusion of the report that only three routes out of the 26 routes assessed warrant a more detailed assessment at present; Dawson Close, Bluecaster Side and Fremington to Hurst.  Detailed route assessment reports on these three routes will be brought to the next GLAG meeting for advice on their management.
6. Update report – The Red Way
The Red Way was considered by the Green Lanes Advisory Group at its meeting of 29 April 2008 and no consensus could be reached for this route at that time.  The key points were:

· There is a need to resolve the status of the route

· One member felt a pre-emptive TRO was justified

· Other members felt that the route should not be allowed to deteriorate and it should be monitored and revisited in 6 months.

The views of officers from both NYCC and Nidderdale AONB regarding management of the route should be sought.
The update report gave vehicle logger data for the route which showed that motor vehicle use of the route, both agricultural and recreational, has continued to be broadly the same.  It was noted that this route is unusual in that it is believed that only recreational motorbikes use the section beyond the shooting butts.

Action: MA to arrange to move the vehicle logger to a location beyond the shooting butts to assess the use of this section more accurately.  As this is a considerable distance from the road this will be done for a six month period only.

The update report also included the result of discussions with NYCC and Nidderdale AONB.  It is clear that there is still confusion about the BOAT application received by NYCC and whether this could lead to a BOAT being recorded.

Recommendation

· To continue to monitor the route

· To clarify the situation with regard to the application with NYCC
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