	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
	ITEM  13

	

	Date:
	31 March 2009

	
	

	
	

	Report:
	MEMBER FEEDBACK

	
	


1.
WH Brown will be reporting orally on his attendance as Deputy Chairman (as substitute for the Chairman) at meetings of the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly and the Yorkshire and the Humber Regional Affairs Forum held, respectively on 12 February in Wakefield and 17 February in York. 

2.
Attached to this report is ‘feedback’ from the following member(s) who has represented the Authority:

· Dr KM Petyt who attended the Council meeting of the Campaign for National Parks on 17 March.
Richard Parkin

Secretariat Officer

Background documents: None

16 March 2009
Council Meeting of the Campaign for National Parks

On behalf of YDNPA I attended the meeting of CNP Council held in Euston on 17 March 2009.  There was a total attendance of over 40.

The meeting began with a tribute to Sir Martin Doughty by a CNP trustee who had worked for the Peak District NPA when Martin was Chairman. 

The Chairman then gave an oral overview of recent developments within CNP: a 6-person team has now been appointed for the latest MOSAIC project; a response has been sent to the NE consultation on landscape (just one of many consultations with which CNP has been involved); plans are progressing to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of NPACA; advances have been made in terms of CNP communications; there have been high-level contacts with Westminster and Whitehall, and with the Welsh Assembly; the CNP President Ben Fogle has visited the Brecon Beacons and Peak District NPs; the Chairman is standing down after six years and will be succeeded by Ann Robinson of Friends of the Peak District.

The usual “News from around the Parks” consists of written contributions of usually three topics from each NPA and each NP Society, and is a useful window on a variety of things going on in the Parks. (My own contribution mentioned our seeking sites for affordable housing; the planned survey of traditional farm buildings; and developments on green lanes exemplified by Cotter End.  I added verbally our secondment of Iain Mann to ENPAA.)

The first of (unusually) three presentations was by Tom Oliver, Head of Rural Policy at CPRE, who spoke about their new project on Planning in Protected Areas, which is geared to the 60th Anniversary of NPACA.  He called for contributions of experience on the policy context; issues of management and the agricultural subsidy schemes; the effectiveness of designation – in general: how are NPs and AONBs standing up to all these pressures?

The third presentation (towards the end of the meeting) was by Edward Holdaway of Europarc Atlantic Isles, on protected landscapes in the marine environment  - in the context of the current Marine Bill.  8 of the 14 British NPs have coastline, and a third of the coastline is designated Heritage Coast. There are various pressures and threats affecting these areas, the special qualities of which depend on the land/sea connection.  Planning and management of coastal protected areas really need to extend well into the sea.

The star attraction of the meeting (around which everything else had to be arranged and which resulted in our not breaking for lunch until 2.20pm) was the presentation by and questions to the Shadow Secretary of State for EFRA: Nick Herbert MP, who arrived late for his arranged 1.00pm slot.

In his speech he said he had formerly been a candidate for a constituency in the Northumberland NP and was now MP for one in the South Downs; he has some countrymen among his ancestors and believes “our countryside is part of what makes us British”.  He does not see any necessary conflict between farming and countryside protection; farming needs the right incentives to do the best form of farming.  There are issues for NPs, but bigger ones for the countryside as a whole: climate change, the CAP and its environmental aspects; pressures of insensitive development; loss of biodiversity; etc.  We must not just protect protected areas, but within PAs there needs to be more protection (and funding?) for AONBs, and probably better representation within NPs, where he thinks there is “democratic deficit”.  Conservatives will provide for more local decision-making (they will abolish the planned Infrastructure Planning Commission) – but he can see that this will produce issues for a new NP in his own patch of the South Downs.  

He was then asked a number of (mainly planted) questions: about the South Downs, where he acknowledged the proposed NP had much support but reiterated his “democratic deficit” concerns (on which he was challenged) and he is not convinced about the wider boundary; about the role NPs could play in climate change adaptation and mitigation; about his attitude to MOSAIC-type initiatives; about the dominance of car transport in NPs; about military training in NPs; (from Nancy Stedman) about what he really feels about the English landscape; and (from myself) about future progress in access to the countryside – which he chose to take as a more “political” question than was intended…

Nick Herbert reminded us that it was the Conservatives who gave us independent NPs through the 1995 Act, and that there is no provision in law for reversing NP status – even if there is local agitation, as recently in the New Forest and Exmoor. On the whole, he came over as someone with his heart in the right place – but a thorough politician.

Malcolm Petyt

18 March 2009
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