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ENGAGEMENTS
1. Since the last meeting of the Authority, the Chief Executive has been involved in the following:- 

Events
· The member induction meeting with Mr Roberts and Mr Colley.
· A day with the Pennine Bridleway Officers to look at issues/problems in implementing the Yorkshire Dales section of the Pennine Bridleway.

· Along with Mr Blackie, a public meeting at Reeth, to discuss the implementation of waste collection in Richmondshire (subject to a separate report on this meeting’s agenda).

· Along with the Deputy Chairman, hosted a dinner for Jonathan Shaw, the Under Secretary of State at Defra for Marine, Landscape and Rural Affairs, to discuss, among other things: the future of hill farming, affordable housing, the National Park Authority’s response to Climate Change, direct elections, economic development in a protected area and the volunteer service.

· As part of the Ministerial visit, a day in the Park looking at: the Yoredale office and its `green features’, Craven Limeworks, Langcliffe Mill and time on the Pennine Bridleway examining the project.

· A day with Robert White, Senior Conservation Archaeologist, and Don McLellan, Building Conservation Officer, to look at archaeological and building conservation issues in the south west of the National Park.
· Along with the Chairman, and a number of members, the ANPA Conference held at Windermere in the Lake District (subject to a future separate report).

· Along with the Chairman, the Europarc Conference held at Brasov in Romania (subject to a future separate report).
Meetings
· The Annual Finance Meeting with Defra officials, which also included representatives from Natural England, the Government Office and Yorkshire Forward.  Items discussed were: Annual report and Review of the Year; current financial position; The Deal/Sponsorship issues with the Parks; Links with stakeholders at National/Regional/Local levels; Climate Change Group; 60th Anniversary of National Parks; Direct elections; and update on progress with NPAPA.
· The Annual General Meeting of the North of England Civic Trust (NECT), held at Appleby Heritage Centre in Cumbria

· The Annual Meeting of the National Park Authority’s statutory officers, John Moore – Treasurer and Richard Daly – Monitoring Officer to discuss future financial position, Local Area Agreements (LAA), DCM funding and the replacement of the Wide Area Network.
· A meeting with the Chief Executive of the North York Moors National Park Authority to discuss Performance Indicators; LAA and role of Parks; Moors/Dales representation on the York & North Yorkshire Development Board.
· The Chief Executive of North Yorkshire County Council to discuss  the National Park Authority’s role in delivery of the LAA and more broadly the Authority’s role in the wider sub-regional agenda.

· The English National Park Officers Group (telephone conference) to discuss: Natural England; Lead Policy NPOs; Position Statement: Working in Partnership to deliver National Park Purposes; Draft Performance Indicators 2009/2010; Transport Working Group; The Deal – update; Progress on ENPAA Action Plan; ENPAA’s Accounts 2008/09; ENPAA’s VAT Position; ANPA Conference Preparation; Direct Elections Consultation; The NPA and Local Government Settlements.
· The member champion for Corporate and Democratic Core to discuss his role and his induction programme.
· The consultant/facilitator of a forthcoming Peer Review of the New Forest National Park Authority (I am leading this Peer Review team), which will visit the New Forest at the beginning of October.

· Neil Redfern – the North Yorkshire Team Leader & Inspector of Ancient Monuments with English Heritage to discuss the development and implementation of the Conservation Management Plan for Craven Limeworks.
· Liz Smith, the Executive Director at Richmondshire District Council to discuss the Local Strategic Partnership.

· Michael Newbury, Comprehensive Area Assessment Lead & Area Team Leader from the Audit Commission to discuss the implications of Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) for the National Park Authority.

· The One Planet Living Group (a sub-group of the Craven LSP) where the issues discussed were: update of progress on Climate Change Strategy for CDC; Green Business Tourism Scheme; Peatland Project; funding; promotion/publicity for Climate Change Development Officer post; and community group projects;

· Along with the Chairman, a meeting of ENPAA where the following items were discussed Ministerial meeting with Hilary Benn & Jonathan Shaw; Directly Elected Members Consultation; Working in Partnership Policy Position; Update on ENPAA’s Business/ Action Plan 2007/8-2010/11; ENPAA’s Accounts 2008/09.
· Along with the Chairman, a meeting with Hilary Benn, the Secretary of State Secretary of State for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs to discuss a range of National Park matters.

· A meeting with John Jagger, the new Executive Chairman of the Tourism Partnership, to discuss issues around the tourism partnership.

ISSUES FOR MEMBERS’ CONSIDERATION
Waste Collection Arrangements in Richmondshire
3. At the Authority meeting in May, a member raised concerns regarding the impending introduction of new waste collection arrangements in the Richmondshire District.  The issue was only discussed briefly and it was agreed that, should problems arise with the new arrangements (that affected the National Park), then the matter would be discussed at the September meeting.
4. As many members will be aware, Richmondshire District Council introduced new waste collection arrangements in June of this year.  These arrangements have raised a great deal of publicity, and a number of complaints, particularly as they affect the more deeply rural areas of the district of Richmonshire.  The National Park Authority has received four letters on the subject, though it is reported in the press that Richmondshire District Council have received over 500 letters.
5. The type of complaint is varied but has included: residents who are unhappy with lane end collections, the non-delivery of information packs/bins etc, unhappiness with the speed at which assisted collection requests are being dealt with, the unsightliness of bins in the landscape, the difficulties of storage of bins, and perceived reductions in service.

6. The Chief Executive recently attended a public meeting held in Reeth to discuss the matter.  The meeting was also attended by Mr Blackie and representatives from Richmondshire District and North Yorkshire County Councils.

7. At this meeting the Chief Executive stated that the National Park Authority was supportive of Richmonshire District Councils efforts to improve recycling rates and reduce waste in the area.  However, it was not the principle of improved recycling that was causing the difficulty.  It was the approach that one size fits all and what works in Richmondshire and Leyburn, in relation to collections, does not necessarily work in the middle of Arkengarthdale and the more remote areas of Richmondshire.

8. It was pointed out at the meeting that the National Park Authority had no powers or authority to force Richmondshire District Council to change their approach in relation to their waste collection responsibilities.  The National Park Authority’s position can only be one of trying to influence arrangements that are developed by Richmondshire DC.  Waste collection is a District Council issue and they are not subject to the same planning controls as ordinary residents and businesses.  They are the waste collection authority and have specific powers to direct people as to where to leave their waste for collection.  These powers are contained in Section 46 of the Environmental Protection Act.  

9. However, the National Park Authority would rightly have a view on the landscape implications of any arrangements.  Consequently, the Chief Executive had written to Richmondshire District’s Chief Executive to outline concerns that had been raised by the general public.

10. Following the Reeth meeting, further correspondence has taken place with Richmondshire District Council regarding the impact of their new arrangements and possible reviews that they may be undertaking, or about to undertake in the future.  Due to the timing of today’s meeting their response will be presented to members at the meeting.
Recommendation:
11.
To be determined following consideration of Richmondshire District Council’s response.
ISSUES FOR MEMBERS TO NOTE

None.
David Butterworth
Chief Executive
Background documents:  None
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