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1.
The main part of my work during the last year was the Local Development Framework. During summer 2007 we consulted the public on options for reviewing our planning policies for housing and invited residents to five public meetings. The discussion and comments received were lively, informative and influential. 

2. 
The working group of members and officers, which I chair, is moving towards recommending the following options; 

· An annual target for affordable housing of up to 44 units a year

· Those small sites are allocated within and on the edge of towns and some villages, to help meet this target over the next 15 years, 

· That the existing 'rural exceptions' policy for affordable housing continues.

· That the list of villages suitable for new housing or residential conversion is reviewed.

· That the criteria for targeting the occupancy of new housing are reviewed, with particular regard to accommodating additional categories of 'returnees'.

· That a light touch review of the housing development boundaries, around towns and villages, is undertaken.

3.
To move this forward, the Housing working group invited Parish councils and Parish meetings to participate in a settlement study this summer. This will help us to understand where residents get their services, how small settlements act as social networks and importantly what the attitude of the Parish is towards future housing development. This is likely to lead to changes in the current designation of some villages and small

settlements.

4.
At the same time a firm of housing specialists have been investigating the economic complexities of releasing land for affordable housing in The National Park. Their findings will inform a 'call for sites' later this year when we invite landowners to submit suitable land for consideration. The objective will be to secure a high proportion of affordable housing having regard to development economics, evidence of local need and the environmental suitability of sites. Residents and local businesses will have an opportunity to comment on these before we shortlist them for formal consultation. 

5.
Consultation on Minerals and Waste issues also took place during Summer 2007. It did not identify any significant new options to those already set out in national and regional policy i.e. the progressive reduction of aggregate quarrying in the national park. Also the major planning application at Swinden and Threshfield quarries and concurrent reviews of the other big quarries, will effectively determine the next 15 years of quarrying in the national park well in advance of the review of any strategy. The same is also true for waste planning where the strategic decisions are effectively in the hands of the county planning Authorities who are currently seeking methods of disposal and treatment outside the park. A decision will therefore need to be made whether it would be worth continuing with the minerals and waste DPD or whether the strategic issues are better reviewed when the Authority eventually prepares its 'Core Strategy'.

6.
In the meantime we have submitted our 'Statement of Community Involvement' to the Planning Inspectorate for examination. This is our strategy for engaging the public in local planning policy and consultation on planning applications. We should find out whether it is Fit for purpose later this year.

Yvonne Peacock
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