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Purpose of report

1. To seek members’ instructions on the Authority’s representation on partnership bodies.
Strategic Planning Framework

2. The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework:
· National Park Management Plan

Partnerships underpin and underlay the aims and objectives of the Yorkshire Dales Management Plan and forms one of the Management Plans common themes.  In particular the principles – ‘ …..we need a wide audience supporting and delivering national Park objectives.  This Plan tries to set out a framework within which many different organisations will work together to support the ongoing stewardship of the National Park.’ 
Background

3. In recent years the Authority, primarily through its Audit and Review Committee, has reviewed its involvement and role on a range of partnerships.

4. The Authority has tried to ensure that its limited capacity and resources are used to best effect in partnerships that best achieve national park purposes and also relate to the Authority’s agreed priorities.
5. Over recent years there has been a major increase in the role of members in representing the Authority on a wide range of partnerships.  Subsequently, the Authority agreed that it required improvement on information on the partnerships and how they were contributing to our objectives.  This was particularly important for the ‘member’ partnerships.  Consequently, it was agreed that members should regularly report back to the Authority, its committees or through the Members’ Information Bulletin on progress.
6. Mrs Peacock was appointed as the Authority’s representative at the meeting in July 2008 to the Richmondshire Local Strategic Partnership – Green Living Task Group; and Prosperous Communities Task Group.  Unfortunately she has been unable to meet these commitments and has asked that a representative be appointed in her place.

7. The Green Living Task Group partnership has been identified by the Authority as one for which it is appropriate to have member representation.  However, a recent assessment of the group’s performance identified that there was no YDNPA officer attending the group to provide specialist knowledge and advise on current national, regional and local actions being taken on sustainability and who could advise the group on how to focus their efforts to have the greatest impact.  The same comment was made in respect of Richmondshire District Council.

Conclusions

8. Attached as an Appendix is a table that shows the list of those partnerships to which the Authority made member appointments last year, the number of meetings of that partnership, the number of those meetings attended by the Authority’s representative(s) and the feedback received.
RECOMMENDATION

9. That consideration is given to the Authority’s representation on each partnership body listed in the attached Appendix.
David Butterworth
Chief Executive
10 July 2009
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