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ENGAGEMENTS
1. Since the last meeting of the Authority, the Chief Executive has been involved in the following:- 

Events

· Day with the Minerals & Waste Officer at Arcow Quarry for a briefing on the quarrying issues as they affect the National Park.
· Day with the Area Planning Officer to examine and discuss planning issues for the north-west of the Park.
· Day with Michael Newbury, the Audit Commission's Comprehensive Area Assessment Lead and Area Team leader for North Yorkshire, to brief him on the Authority and its work.  This day included a number of site visits to better illustrate the work of the National Park Authority.  It also included a discussion on the Authority’s role in the delivery of Local Area Agreements and the developing National Park Authority Performance Assessment (NPAPA) process.

· The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding at Leeds Metropolitan University Headingly Campus.  This is the culmination of the work we have carried out over the past year with Leeds Met.  It involves establishing and developing areas where the Authority and the University can work together to deliver joint objectives.

· A day with the Chairman, on his farm, for a briefing on hill farming and its future.

· Attended a training course on Recruitment and Selection.

Meetings

· Along with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, a meeting with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the North York Moors National Park Authority to provide briefings and discuss a number of issues in relation to regional matters.  These included the new arrangements following the sub-national review, representation on regional bodies, relationship with Yorkshire Forward and a range of regional partners.  The meeting also discussed joint working and joint representation on regional bodies.

· A meeting with the new owner of Nappa Hall in Wensleydale to see the Grade I listed property and discuss future ideas for the site.

· A meeting with the Chief Executive of the North York Moors and Regional Director of English Heritage to discuss Heritage Protection Bill, role of volunteers, review of Historic Environment Accord, English Heritage’s Statement of Ambition.
· Along with the Member Champion for Planning a meeting with representatives of the applicant and Neddy House, Grinton, to discuss the state of the current application.

· Along with the Chairman, a meeting with Tim Farron MP to discuss the Sedbergh Auction Mart proposals.

· A meeting with the North of English Civic Trust (NECT) to discuss current projects and activities.
· A meeting with Yorkshire Forward to discuss geographic programmes; new arrangements for SNR (as they affect the Dales and Moors National Park); Craven Limeworks; Threshfield Quarry; additional funding for SDF; Europarc Charter bid; Fieldbarn Project; Yorewoods Biomass project 

· A meeting of the One Planet Living Working Group (a sub-group the Craven LSP) - agenda items not known at time of writing this report.

· The Craven LSP - agenda items not known at time of writing this report.

ISSUES FOR MEMBERS’ CONSIDERATION

Venues for Authority meetings
2.
At its meeting in January 2008, the Authority decided that:
“future meetings of the Authority be held at Yoredale, Bainbridge and this decision be reviewed in January 2009”
3.
After 12 months and taking account of the current practice of holding all Planning Committee meetings at Yoredale, officers consider that the following benefits outweigh any inconvenience to the public, particularly as public attendance at meetings of the Authority has only on very rare occasions exceeded two or three in number:

Financial/Efficiency: there are small savings on venue hire; no implications for member travel costs; savings on staff travel as most staff who attend Authority meetings are based at Yoredale, and efficiency savings for non-Yoredale based staff who would be able to use ‘hot desk’ facilities before and/or after their required attendance at a meeting.
Facilities: at Yoredale there is access to the Authority’s IT network, office services and a range of other equipment that, at best, would only be available to a limited degree at other venues.

4.
It would, of course, still be possible for meetings to be held at other venues.  The May 2008 meeting of the Authority was held in Grassington because of the importance locally of the issue of Wood Lane car park.  
Recommendation: 
5.
That future meetings of the Authority continue to be held at Yoredale. 
ISSUES FOR MEMBERS TO NOTE

Members’ Training Dates 2009/10
6.
Attached, as an Appendix to this report, is a draft programme of member training for 2009/10.  Members will, of course, be notified as soon as dates for individual training events are finalised.
Yorkshire Dales LEADER update
7.
Members will recall that an update on the Yorkshire Dales LEADER programme was given to the Authority meeting on 25 November 2008.

8.
The recruitment of LEADER staff by North Yorkshire County Council and the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust has now been completed following Yorkshire Forward offering a contract to NYCC.  LEADER project applications will be able to commence in the spring of 2009.

9.
The Management Group — on which the Authority is represented by the Chairman of the Authority — was due to meet for the first time on 14 January.  At that meeting, the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Group will have been decided, following nominations and a ballot.  The results of this ballot and other major decisions of the Management Group will, therefore, be reported verbally at the Authority meeting.

David Butterworth
Chief Executive
Background documents:  None

12 January 2009
Appendix
MEMBER TRAINING 2009/2010

	SUBJECT
	WHEN

	
	

	Internal events
	

	New Secretary of State member induction 
	April/May

	New Local Authority member induction 
	June/July(?)

	Equality/diversity briefing (lunchtime presentation)
	March NPA

	Possible training as PDF topic 
	April/July/October

	Staff Days
	July(?)x 2

	Compulsory Planning Training (two date option)
	Sept/Oct(?)

	Planning Day(s) out
	Sept(?)

	New Member Champion briefing
	As required

	Access training:  
RoW Maintenance Plan/PIs
	16 July meeting(?)

	


PRoW legal procedures
	15 October meeting(?)

	Shadowing 
	As required

	
	

	ANPA/Europarc/external events
	

	ANPA Induction
	Sept/Oct

	ANPA Workshop
	April

	ANPA Conference
	Sept

	Europarc Annual Conference 
	Sept/Oct

	Various Europarc AI seminars
	As and when arranged

	Standards Board Annual Assembly
	October

	Standards Board roadshows
	As and when arranged

	Other ad hoc external seminars/briefings
	As and when arranged

	
	

	Possible additional topics
	

	Media
	As and when arranged

	Training for Chairmen
	As and when arranged

	Recruitment
	As and when arranged

	Green Lanes
	As and when arranged

	Conservation issues
	As and when arranged

	Cultural and Built Heritage
	As and when arranged

	Climate Change issues 
	As and when arranged

	Procurement
	As and when arranged

	Appeals
	As and when arranged
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